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NOTES AND QUERIES 

The Word "Gypsy." — The word "Gypsies" was printed "gipsies" 
in a paper by myself, "The Secret Languages of Masons and Tinkers," 
p. 353 of the October-December, 1909, number of this Journal. On the 
same page is found quoted "Journal of the Gypsy Lore Society." My 
manuscript read "Gypsies," not "gipsies," and I so corrected the proofs. 
A capital G and a y are now recognized by all Gypsiologists as the only 
correct spelling. The form "gipsies" misrepresents me and my views. I 
feel it a duty to myself and the subject to take some notice of the matter, 
since I have been criticised for this form "gipsies." Everything I have 
published has always had the spelling "Gypsy," and I am unwilling that 
any one should suppose I have changed my views. 

A. T. Sinclair. 

BOOK REVIEWS 

The Garos. By Major A. Playfair, I. A. With an Introduction by Sir 
J. Bampfylde Fuller, K. C. S. I., C. I. E. Published under the orders 
of the Government of Eastern Bengal and Assam. With illustrations 
and maps. London, David Nutt, 1909. xvi + 172 pp. [7s. 6d.] 

This volume appears as one of a series planned by the Government of 
Eastern Bengal and Assam to include monographs on the various tribes 
within its borders. This determination cannot be too much commended, 
and the service so rendered to students of the complex of southeastern 
Asiatic peoples will be great. 

The Garos, of which the present volume treats, occupy a hill district on 
the northern edge of India, some two hundred miles or more north of Cal- 
cutta. By tradition emigrants from Butan and the Himalaya within com- 
paratively recent times, they show many points of agreement with Tibet. 
In language they are affiliated with numerous other tribes of Assam and 
Upper Burma, which together form the so-called Tibeto-Burman group. 
Owing to their seclusion in the hills, they have, however, been left almost 
untouched by the current of Hindu and Mohammedan culture, which has 
swept by them, and overwhelmed the majority of these other tribes. For 
this reason they are particularly worthy of study. 

In their material culture the Garos are not very highly developed. 
Clothing and ornament are extremely simple. The houses are built on piles, 
generally on steep hill-slopes, with occasionally a tree-house in the fields, 
out of reach of elephants. They are an agricultural people, depending 
mainly on rice for food, and pay little attention to hunting. Their main 
weapons are the spear and sword, of a peculiar type; and for defence they 
make use of shields of hide and wood. Their social organization presents 
numerous features of interest. The institution of the men's house is every- 
where prominent. The people as a whole are divided into three exogamic 
groups, with others apparently in course of formation. Each of these groups 
is further subdivided into a series of mackongs, all members of which are 



